
➢ Banff, Alberta, Canada
➢ Population ~10k or… 4 million!
➢ Canada’s first National Park & UNESCO 

World Heritage Site 



Town of Banff Waste 
Collection Systems





The “Trail” So Far...



The journey of waste (a single-use coffee cup) from 
Banff...



What's below the 
tip of the iceberg?

✓ Water

✓ Transportation

✓ Labour

✓ Emissions

… and more :(



SUI Reduction Bylaw & Reuse 



Single-Use Item 
Reduction 

Guiding Principles 

✓ Intentional use of the 
word items rather than plastics 

✓ Move away from disposable rather 
than shifting the problem elsewhere

✓ Focus on to-stay, BYO, & reusables 
NOT disposable items made 
of alternative materials

✓ Focus on unnecessary convenience 
items & what we can control as 
a municipality

✓ Integrated approach & “Made in 
Banff” solution, informed by best 
practice research



Minimum Fees 
on Paper & 

Reusable Bags 

Accessory 
Items “By 

Request Only”

Accepting 
Customer Cups 

& Containers

Require 
Reusables for 
On-Site Dining 

+ Seating 
Requirements



Implementation: Quick Service Wins





Implementation:
Special Events & Lodging Sector Wins



Implementation: Unique Wins 



Challenges

• Disposable as the default 
• Staff turnover
• Tourism/peak season 
• Cost considerations 

























Stay in Touch!
carla.bitz@banff.ca 
BanffZeroWasteTrail.ca
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