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Chihuahua, Mexico
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Roam until you find home 

Photo Credit, Lorne Matalon, PRI the 
World





Text bold, when transparent over photo, white 
and aligned bottom, left

The Geography … of Garbage
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Zero Waste Youth USA



San Francisco, California





Three Bin System



Mandatory Recycling and Composting Ordinance

“All persons in San Francisco must separate their 
refuse into recyclables, compostables and 
trash” 



Our Zero Waste Strategy

• Establish convenient source separation programs

• Conduct extensive outreach

• Adopt policies and enforce

• Develop advanced processing and new markets



Long History of Resource Recovery
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Pay as you Throw



Comingled Recycling 



What’s Recyclable in San Francisco?
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Pier 96 – Recycle Central



Green Job Creation



Recycle Central – Pier 96
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Compost



What’s Compostable in San Francisco?



From food scarps to nutrient compost

Photo by Larry Strong, courtesy Recology



California’s Black Gold
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Compost giveaways
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The Composting Cycle



Healthy Soils and Carbon Sequestration
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A city with no landfills



50% recoverable material 



REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY



Trilingual Collateral  



Outreach Campaigns



Sfrecycles.org/recycling-signmaker



Door to door outreach



In-Person and In-Language Education



Compostable Bag Dispensers



POLICY



Check Out Bag Ordinance 





Mandatory Recycling and Composting Requirements for 
Events
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Event Greening Services



Trash Pirates



COMPLIANCE



The World of Apartments



Compliance



Audits
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Zero Waste Facilitators



Trash Processing



The future of our planet
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